HOUSE SB 2753 (2nd reading)

RESEARCH Hall (Isaac), et al.
ORGANIZATION bill digest 5/24/2025 (CSSB 2753 by Shaheen)
SUBJECT: Requiring study on integration of early and election day voting

COMMITTEE: Elections — committee substitute recommended

VOTE: 8 ayes — Shaheen, Bucy, Isaac, Morales Shaw, Raymond, Swanson,

Toth, Wilson
0 nays
1 absent — Plesa
SENATE VOTE:  On final passage (May 6) — 20 - 11

WITNESSES: For — (Registered, but did not testify: Tara Schulte, Citizens Defending
Freedom; Joey Bennett, Secure Democracy USA; Cindi Castilla, Texas
Eagle Forum; Ken Moore)

Against — Edward Johnson, Harris County Ballot Security; Kevin Hale,
The Libertarian Party of Texas; Susana Carranza; Kathy Haigler
(Registered, but did not testify: Maya Grever, Harris County
Commissioners Court; Sarah Beck; Steven Deline; Russell Hayter; Carrie
King; Elizabeth Miller)

On — Debbie Lindstrom, Citizens Defending Freedom; Jennifer Doinoff,
Texas Association of County Election Officials; Chuck Pinney, Texas
Secretary of State; Dr. Laura Pressley, True Texas Elections LLC
(Registered, but did not testify: Chase Bearden, Coalition of Texans with
Disabilities; Jay Williamson, The County and District Clerks’ Association
of Texas)

BACKGROUND:  Some have suggested that requiring the secretary of state to conduct a
study examining the changes necessary to better integrate early voting by
personal appearance and election day voting could help address issues
arising from each voting period having its own set of processes and
procedures.
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CSSB 2753 would require the secretary of state to conduct a study
examining the feasibility and necessary practices and procedures to
integrate early voting by personal appearance and election day voting,
including by adjusting the manner in which election returns were
processed and making other related changes. The secretary of state would
have to determine the costs, logistics, and methods required for a county
holding an election to:

e conduct early voting beginning on the 12th day before election day
and continuing through the day before election day, including
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays;

e designate as locations for polling places on election day each
location designated as a polling place during the early voting
period;

e provide for the security of voting systems and equipment during
the early voting period and between the early voting period and
election day; and

e process and tabulate early voting ballots voted by personal
appearance to be counted using automatic tabulating equipment in
the same manner as ballots voted on election day at the same
polling place.

By September 1, 2026, the secretary of state would be required to submit
to the governor, the lieutenant governor, the speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each standing committee of the Legislature with
jurisdiction over elections a report on the findings of the study, including
any statutory changes necessary to the Election Code for elections in
Texas to be conducted as described above.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2025, and expire January 1, 2027.



