HOUSE SB 2601 (2nd reading)

RESEARCH Blanco (Guillen) et al.
ORGANIZATION bill digest 5/22/2025 (CSSB 2601 by McQueeney)
SUBJECT: Expanding the border crime property damage compensation program
COMMITTEE: State Affairs — committee substitute recommended
VOTE: 15 ayes — King, Hernandez, Anchia, Darby, Y. Davis, Geren, Guillen,

Hull, McQueeney, Metcalf, Phelan, Raymond, Smithee, Thompson,

Turner

0 nays

SENATE VOTE:  On final passage (April 24) — 31 -0

WITNESSES: For — Charles Maley, South Texans’ Property Rights Association; Blake
Roach, Texas Farm Bureau (Registered, but did not testify: Peyton
Schumann, Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association; Jennifer
Allmon, Texas Catholic Conference of Bishops)

Against — None

On — (Registered, but did not testify: Lane Brown and Allison Garcia,
Office of the Attorney General)

BACKGROUND:  Code of Criminal Procedure ch. 56C establishes a compensation program
for property owners impacted by border-related crime, including arson,
criminal mischief, and other property damage or destruction, or law
enforcement responses to such crime.

Some have suggested that the border crime property damage
compensation program created by the 88th Legislature should be
expanded to include lessees who face economic hardship due to property
damage as eligible recipients of compensation awards and to provide more
comprehensive coverage for related damages.

DIGEST: CSSB 2601 would rename the landowner compensation program
established and administered by the attorney general to provide
compensation for property damage caused by certain border crime
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activities as the Border Crime Property Damage Compensation Program.

The bill would require the attorney general to compensate lessees, in
addition to landowners, who suffered damage to agricultural land, which
would include buildings or other improvements, or damage to livestock,
timber, or crops, rather than damage to real property.

CSSB 2601 would expand the funding sources the attorney general would
be authorized to use for the program from only appropriated funds to
include:

e money appropriated, credited, or transferred by the Legislature for
the program,;

e dedicated revenue for deposit to the credit of the program; and

e gifts, grants, and donations received by the state for the program,
including grants and reimbursements received from the federal
government.

The bill would require the attorney general to establish a standardized
form and report template to be used by law enforcement agencies to
document damage caused by a trespasser, including damage to
agricultural land, such as any debris, pollutants, or contaminants left on
the land during the applicable incident.

The bill would authorize compensation awarded to include an amount
necessary to clean up the debris, pollutants, or contaminants to restore the
soil to its agricultural use. Compensation could not exceed a total of
$75,000 and any portion of damages attributable to livestock, timber, or
crops could not exceed $10,000.

The bill would require a law enforcement agency that made a written
report to release, within 14 business days, all reports to the attorney
general at his request, including witness statements and criminal history
record information to allow the attorney general to determine whether a
person qualified for an award of compensation under the bill and the
extent of the damage.
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The attorney general would be prohibited from awarding compensation to
a lessee for real property damage caused by a trespasser unless the lessee

provided a notarized statement from the landowner authorizing the lessee
to directly receive compensation awarded for the damage.

The bill would expand the definition of “border crime” to include the
continuous smuggling of persons as defined by the Penal Code, and the
definition of “crime victim or claimant” to include a person who filed an
application for compensation under the program.

CSSB 2601 would establish that information held by the attorney
general’s office related to an application for compensation under the
program or the Crime Victims’ Compensation Act was confidential, but
would specify that, if a victim was awarded compensation, the victim’s
name and the amount of compensation awarded would be considered
public information and would not excepted from public disclosure under
the Public Information Act.

The bill also would provide that an employee of a governmental body who
had suffered property damage and was eligible for compensation under
the program, regardless of whether the person had filed an application for
compensation through the program, could elect whether to allow public
access to certain information that could identify the employee. The bill
would make confirming changes to the written requirements for the form
for such an election.

CSSB 2601 would prohibit an insurer from considering whether a claim
was made by or on behalf of a policyholder in relation to an event
documented in a report under the program in setting rates.

The bill would repeal provisions establishing the expiration of Code of
Criminal Procedure ch. 56C, and would take effect September 1, 2025.



