
HOUSE     SB 477 (2nd reading) 

RESEARCH         Zaffirini (Bucy et al.) 

ORGANIZATION bill digest 5/22/2023   (CSSB 477 by Manuel) 

 

 

SUBJECT: Requiring certain accommodations for voters with a disability 

 

COMMITTEE: Elections — committee substitute recommended 

 

VOTE: 7 ayes — Smith, Bucy, Burrows, Capriglione, DeAyala, Manuel, 

Swanson 

 

0 nays  

 

2 absent — E. Morales, Vo 

 

SENATE VOTE: On final passage (April 12) — 29 - 2 

 

WITNESSES: For — Katya Ehresman, Common Cause Texas; James Slattery, Texas 

Civil Rights Project; Susana Carranza; Valerie DeBill (Registered, but did 

not testify: Andrew Hendrickson, ACLU of Texas; Chase Bearden, 

Coalition of Texans with Disabilities; Cary Roberts, County and District 

Clerks Association of Texas; Joslynn Sanchez, Deeds Not Words; Marc 

Hoskins, Disability Rights Texas; Niloufar Hafizi, Engage Action; 

Stephanie Swanson, League of Women Voters of Texas; Cyrus Reed, 

Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club; Sebastien Laroche, Methodist Healthcare 

Ministries; Amber Mills, MOVE Texas Action Fund; Joey Bennett, 

Secure Democracy USA; Isabel Casas, Texas Council of Community 

Centers; Brenda Cruz, Texas Democratic Party; Joshua Houston, Texas 

Impact; Cynthia Van Maanen, Travis County Democratic Party; Robert L. 

Green, Travis County Republican Party Election Integrity Committee for 

Legislation; Naomi Cruz, Young Invincibles; and 24 individuals) 

 

Against — Ed Johnson (Registered, but did not testify: Lucy Trainor) 

 

On — Christina Adkins, Texas Secretary of State (Registered, but did not 

testify: Chris Davis, Texas Association of Elections Administrators) 

 

BACKGROUND: Some have suggested that amending provisions related to voting order 

priority, curbside voting, ballot by mail, and online-accessible information 

on voting procedures and accommodations could help ensure equal voting 
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access to voters with disabilities. 

 

DIGEST: CSSB 477 would revise certain election provisions to accommodate 

voters with disabilities. The bill would require, rather than authorize, an 

election officer to give voting order priority to individuals with a mobility 

problem. All procedures and accommodations available to voters with 

disabilities would have to be posted in an accessible manner on the county 

clerk's website. 

 

Each polling place would be required to reserve a two-space parking area 

for curbside voting service for a voter who was physically unable to enter 

the polling place, subject to certain requirements under the bill.  

 

An early voting clerk would be required to post the official application 

form for an early voting ballot on the clerk's website in a format that 

allowed for easy completion directly on the website before printing. The 

bill would require the secretary of state to provide such a printable 

application form to the early voting clerk, who could use that form or the 

clerk's own form.  

 

The bill would take immediate effect if finally passed by a two-thirds 

record vote of the membership of each house. Otherwise, it would take 

effect September 1, 2023. 

 


